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URANIUM CITY, SASKATCHEWAN - Statistical Outline 


LOCATION: . 
59°34" N 108°37' Ww 
about 700 feet above sea level 
on north shore of Lake Athabasca 
70 miles from Alberta boundary 
about 450 miles from Edmonton and Prince Albert 
about 30 miles south of Northwest Territories 
NAME : reflects the "raison d'étre" of the community - 
the uranium mines 
GROWTH: founded in early '50's 
at peak in°1959 
POPULATION: 950 (1969 estimate) (Uranium City only) 
Dio) (1969 estimate) (includes Uranium City 
and surrounding area) 
1065 (1961 and 1966 - DBS) 
4,600 reached in 1959 peak 
RATE OF 
INCREASE: about 65 families per year 
CLIMATE: Jan. . July Yearly 
mean daily about -15 F 70 F 
highest recorded 90°F 
lowest recorded -60°F 
mean rainfall about 15 -in: 
mean snowfall DO. dns 
between 160 and 200 days per year of snow cover 
MEDIA: Uranium City Northland News - weekly newspaper 
ACCESS: Road - 6 miles paved, 30 miles unpaved roads in area 
- no connections to outside, but truck convoy 
reached Uranium City via Ft. Smith, Ft. 
Chipewyan and Lake Athabasca during winter 
of 1967 — 68 
Rail = no connections to outside 
Water - barges from June lst through September 30th 
connect to Waterways Alberta, Lake Athabasca, 
Mackenzie River and Peace River 
Air - 3 airlines: PWA from Edmonton (6 days/week) 
NorCanAir from Prince Albert (daily except 
Saturday and Sunday), Eldorado Aviation tdi 
for use of Eldorado Limited only 
j - charter lines: McMurray Air Services, 
NorCanAir on skis and floats 
MEDICAL: hospital — 30: beds 
3 doctors 


dentists from Edmonton O16 20 
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FACILITIES: 
+e addition planned to high school 
WATER: supply from Fredette River 
- treatment = 
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4 kindergarten, 22 elementary, 8 high school classes 
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URANIUM CITY 


Uranium City has experienced extremes of rapid expansion arid recession 
in its brief history. Situated in the Precambrian Shield, the area is 
rich in minerals. There was a brief flurry of excitement about gold in 
the late 1930's at the site of Goldfields, but the Box Mine on that 

site was closed during WWII, the town of Goldfields virtually deserted. 
Pitchblende was first noted in the area in 1935, but it was not until 
WWII that the demand for uranium was sufficient to warrant further ex- 
ploration. In 1944 the Eldorado Mining and Refining Limited, a Canadian 
Crown Corporation, staked claims and began active exploration. By 1951 
over 200 claims were staked; in 1952, 7000 claims were recorded; in 1953 
there were 14,000 more. This rush of activity resulted in the establish- 
ment o£: 


- Eldorado Mining and Refining Limited, 1953 (in 1968, 
Eldorado Nuclear Limited) 


- The Rix Athabasca Mine, in production April 1954 
SeculndreMine, in 1952, an production 1955 

= nocede Uranium Mines Limited, in production 1957 

- Cayzor Athabasca Mines Limited, in production 1957 

- St. Michael Uranium Mines Limited, in production 1957 
- Gulch Mines Limited 


The now revived community of Goldfields being inconveniently located for 
the mines, a new town was surveyed just north of Martin Lake in 1952 and 


named Uranium City. 


Some of the original buildings for this new site were hauled across the 
ice from Goldfields. Growth of the community at this time was explosive; 
the population migratory and highly unstable. It provided housing and 
services for most of the mines except Eldorado (the largest operation 
which had its own townsite) - the Beaverlodge operation, about 6 miles 
east of Uranium City. 


The area was originally administered as a local development area under 
the Department of Natural Resources in the Saskatchewan Government. In 
1956 the townsite was granted local government, and the Municipal Cor- 
poration of Uranium City and District was formed including the townsite 
and surrounding area, to form Saskatchewan's only county. Education and 
hospital facilities became the responsibility of the municipal council. 
At that time Uranium City itself had a population of about 1,800, with a 
further 2,200 in the surrounding district. The municipality area is 
about 1,000 square miles. It is bounded by Tazin Lake and River on the 
north, ten miles into Lake Athabasca in the south, just short of Camsell 
Portage to the west, and Old Man River to the east. 


During the '50's, uranium was a strategic mineral in high demand for de- 
fense purposes, and prices were favourable. Growth continued to a peak 
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in 1959, at which time the population of the municipality was 4,600. The 
1957 production value of the Beaverlodge Mines was about $54,000,000.00. 


In April 1960, Lorade Uranium Mines which had a contract for supplying 
uranium to the American Government through Eldorado, sold its contract and 
went out of operation. Since it was one of only 3 mills in the area that 
processed ores, the Rix Athabasca, Cayzor Athabasca and other mines that 
depended upon this processing were also forced to close. Uranium City 
which serviced the small mines was badly hurt: the population dropping 
from 2,500 to 1,450. The Gunnar Mine continued to operate, as did the 
Eldorado, but the former was forced to close in 1964 when its orebody 

was exhausted. 


The uranium market in the early '60's suffered a major recession. Demand 
for uranium is once again increasing because of its value as fuel for power. 
A strong surge in the market is expected in the '70's; one estimate 

(Globe & Mail, May 20th, 1968) suggests that the demand for uranium oxide 
as a fuel for nuclear power stations will multiply more than 6 times by 
1980. Prospecting in the area is on the increase, although at a much nore 
cautious rate than before. Production of Eldorado Nuclear Limited, the 
single remaining company is still decreasing, output cut back from 1,700 

to 900 tons/day, and manpower reduced from 650 to about 500. 


During the rapid expansion in the 1950's, much of the housing construction 
was sub-standard. After the collapse, the municipal authority took over 
177 abandonned properties, later reselling only 48. Many of the poorer 
quality buildings were then demolished, cleaning up the town and allowing 
more controlled construction.. 


The past turnover in the company reached rates of 200 to 300 per cent a 
year. This is now being combatted by encouraging families to come rather 
than single workers, and by improving housing and services accordingly. 

A development study is now under way, authorized by the town council, and 
an urban renewal study has been requested. 


There are several lines of communication out of Uranium City. Since 1963, 
a twelve channel scatter microwave system to Fort Smith connects via CN 
Telegraph open wire carrier system to the toll centre at Hay River. Long 
distance charges are based on circuit-miles until the signal leaves the 
N.W.T., so rates are roughly double what they are elsewhere. The local 
dial service, established in 1955 has a total of 660 stations. 


Uranium City has a satellite radio transmitter broadcasting a signal coming 
over telephone lines from a CBC station in Yellowknife. A television 
transmitter erected in 1968 broadcasts taped programs for 4 hours daily. 
They are taped in Calgary and shown two weeks later. 


Recreation facilities in town and at Eldorado include a hockey-curling 
arena, theatre, bowling alley, pool room, squash courts, gymnasia, boating 
fact kitiess, etc. The excellent fishing in the area attracts many tourists. 


A community with an uneasy past, Uranium City now appears to be headed for 
a more stable, promising future. 
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